Great Sub Plan Ideas

These are suggested sub plan ideas for those looking for something to offer studentsin
thar absence tha is subdantive and resultsin learning, notjus something that provides
intellectud babydtting until yourreturn. They are meant to be stand aloneideas, butthey
may require youto fill in theblank spaces with your curriculum. Feel free to phobcopy,
copy-and-paste, and share these ideas however youd like.

@ig suggestion for subplans Type outeverything such as class lists, seating chart,
school map, your teaching schedule, fire drill routes, classrules, etc. onyour computer,
then jud printit off each timeyouneed it for sub plans Make sureto keep it upto dae.
Then, create atemplate of the class lesson plan and when you need to be out, you jugs
ingert the specific lessonsplansfor theday(s) into thetemplate(s).

Note: Some of these ideas come from my book, Summarization in any Subject, ASCD,
2005.

@uestions? Ways to improvetheidess? Pearls of Wisdont? Ideas you want to add?
Let meknow -- Rick Wormeli, 703-620-2447(Virginia, USA), rwormeli @cox.net.

3b2-1

Ask students to read, view, or experience something then analyzeit by recording 3 of
something, 2 of something, and 1 of something. The GsomethingsOare up to you.

Examplesfrom three disciplines

3 bldentify three characteristicsof Renaissanceart that differed from art of the Middle
Ages

2 BList twoimportant scientific debates that occurr ed duri ng the Renaissance

1 BProvide one good reason why Q ebirt hOis an appropri ate term to descri be the
Renaissance

3 DBList three applicationsfor slope, y-intercept knowledge in the professional worl d

2 Bldentify two skills students must havein order to determine slope and y-intercept from a
set of points on a plane

1BIf (x1, y1) are the coordi natesof a point W in a plane,and (x2, y2) ar e the coor dinatesof
a different point Y, thentheslopeof lineWY iswhat?

3 DPldentify at least three differencesbetweenacids and bases

2 DPList two usesof acids and two usesof bases

1 b State one reason why knowledge of acids and basesisimportant to citizensin our
community



Backwards Summari es

(M ake the web from which this paragraph came O
(HereOshe completed math solution. What would happenif | had never considered

the absolute value of x?0

(HereOshefinal French translation of this sentence.What if | had not chedked the

tense of each verb?0

CHereOs well done concerto. What happensif | remove the oboeOgight measures

on page 4?0

CHereOs well-done lab procedure. What happensif | donOtuse distilled water?0

Build a M odel

Imagine the summarization and interaction that results from building

models of the following principles and concepts:
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Checks and balances of the United States government
Molecules and particular bonds
Photosynthesis

Levers and pulleys

Parabolas and trajectories for missiles

The Globe Theater

Cellular Respiration

Persuasive essays

War strategies

Population increases during heavy times of immigration and the
subsequent drain on resources

Erosion

Pythagorean Theorem

Pascal’s Triangle

Boyle’s Law

Poetic Rhyming Patterns

Aristotle’s Rhetorical Triangle

Proportions

Velocity = Time divided by distance

Symbolic portrayals of systems of government
Latitude and Longitude

Terrariums of specific biomes

Metabolism

The immune system

Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)
Geometric progressions

Sets and subsets of ideas

Slope and y-intercept

Computer programming, flow charts
Conversations and human interactions



Exclusion Brainstor ming

Students ar e given topicsthey are studying with five or more words associated with the
topic next to them. One of the wor ds, doenOffit, however, and students must figure out
which oneit isand write a rationale as to why it doesnOffit.

Example:

Mixtures Bplural, separable, dissolves no for mula

Compoundsbchemically combined, new properties has
formula, no composition

Sdutions B heterogeneais mixture, dissolved parti cles
saturated and unsaturated, hea increases

SugpendgonsBbclear, no dissolving, settlesupon standing,

larger than molecules

StudentOgesponse: The student marks the lists as seenbelow, then either orally or in
wri ting explains his reasoning.

Mixtures WW dissolves—,
Compounds &themically combined
CTormule, >ne-composifion—
Solutions D heterogeneousraixture——, @issolved particles,
<Saturated and unsaturated,

Suspensio ns B clear—, tandlng, >
<Jarger than molecules >

One-Word Summari es

Qf | had more time, | wouldOe wri tten less.OP Pascal

Asa class, choose a wor d that bes describessomething under study. Thenask
students to argue for or against the word asa good word to decribe the topic of study. It
doesn® matter what they choose, they are still isolating critical attri butesof the topic and
learning about it. 1tO®kay to brainstorm threedifferent words, if thatOseasier, and allow
students to pick one on which to chew.



Orhe new govern ment regulations for the meat-packing industry in the 19200sould
be seen as an opport unity.O

Manufacture is not the beg word to descri be photosynthess.O

CPicassoOswvork isan argument for increasing funding for thefine arts programsin
our schools.O

ONASAOsattl e with Rockwell industri esover the warni ngs about fro zen
temperatures and the O-ri ngs on the space shuttl e were trench warfare.O

Point of View

Manipulating infor mation for an alternative viewpoint requires studentsto distill
and review critical attri butesof a topic. For example, studentscan tell the story of digegion
from the points of view of the bolus passing down the esophagus, thevilli in the small
intedine that have capillari esreceving and carrying nutri ents to the bloodstr eam, or a
musclein the body that finally receivesthe nutri ents from the food ingeded earl ier.
Students can retell a histori cal incident from a biased parti cipantOgpoint of view. They can
reved thetr uth behind a pronoun being a subject or an objectbased on which one did the
action and which one received the action. No matter which one they choose, students review
important features of the topic, and by looking at them from a different angle, they
internalize more infor mation for alonger peri od of time.

Changing perspectiveson an event no matter how small isilluminating. Students
can retell a story or account of a scientific, mathematical, or manufacturi ng proces, a
momentin history, a chemica Os eaction, a concertoOperformance, or a commaOsosition
in a sentence (from the ending quotation mar ksOperspective). | n each, studentsincor porate
essential facts and conceptsjust lear ned.

Savethe Last Word for Me

Ask students to read theintended passage either the night before or in class prior to
discussion. If possible,ask them to make reading notationsin light pencil. Oncestudents
haveread the material, ask them to identify threeor more sentencesthey dean wort h
discussing. These sentencesmight anger them, pose conflict, cause confusion, support
something they believe, or begfurt her confirmation from studentsCown lives it doesnOt
matter. Remind them that they will only choose one of the thr eesentencesto offer the
group, but they are choosing more than onein order to have alternative choicesin case their
first and second choicesare taken by someme else.

Following the reading and identification of talking point sentences divide students
into groups of threeto five,and ask one member of each group to read a line that heor she
marked. It doesnOmatter whether or not it was marked with one of the standard reading
notations. It should be one of the thr eeor more theyidentified as wor th discussing. This
first person reads one of his sentencesaloud only; he doesnOtadd any comments or in any
way respondsto it.

After thefirst sentenceisread, each person in the group other than thefirst person
who made the statement reacts to that one line Bagr eeng, refuti ng, supporti ng, clarifying,
commenting, or quedioning. After everyone else has had a chanceto make a personal
response to the statement, the ori ginator of the line getsto offer hisor her commentary b
Quetting the last wor dOon the topic.

Whenthisround of discussion isdone, the next person in thecircle calls out hisor
her chasenlinefrom the text, and every oneregpondsto theline before this second person



offers hisor her commentary, and so it goeswith each member of the group. Watch your
time D This can take any where from 15 to 45 minutesto complete, depending on how
experienced your students are.

Sati ng Cards

Once youOe taught something that has multiple categori eslike typesof governmert,
multipleidedogies cyclesin science, systems of the body, taxonomic nomenclatur e, or
multiple theorems in geometry, youOeready to do a Sarti ng Car ds summari zation. On a
chalkboard, posterboard, or bulletin board, placethetitlesof the categori esstudied. Then
provide students with index cards or Post-it noteswith individual facts, concepts, and
attri butesof the categori esreca ded on them. Allow them to work in groupsto place each
fact, concept, or attri butein its corre ct category .

The conversation among group membersisjust asimportant to the learning
experience as the placement of the cards, so let studentsdefend their reasoning orally and
often. If itOshard to set this up vertically, donOtbe afraid to push back the desks and tables
and doit on thefloor, in the hallway, or in another room entirely.

If you would like studentsto do thisindividually, thenitOswvise to ask students to cut
out littl e piecesof paper (onefor each fact, concept, or attri bute)in advance.You can give
them the termsto record on each pieceof paper aswell. If they maketheir own pieceslike
thisand place everything in an envelope or Ziploc baggie,then students can practicethe
activity at home, too.

The summari zation occurs every time a student lifts an individual card and makesa
decision on where to placethe card. HeOsveighing everything heO&een taught as he
considers hisoptions. If others quedion his placement, the discussion fur thersthe impact. If
thereisgreat dissent, and it reailts in studentsreferencing their notesand textbooks for
mor e infor mati on, itOgeaching Nirvana.

Unique Summari zation Assignments

A comic stri p about the mantissa (the decimal-fraction part of alogari thm)

A mysterious yet accurate archedogical map concerning the quadratic formula

A field guideto the asymptotesof a hyperbola (the diagonals of therectangle for med
by thelinesx=a, x= N a, y= b and y= -b in the hyperbola: x squar ed over a squared
Py squared over b squared)

A coloring book about Amendments 1, 2, 3, 4, and 10 to the Constitution

A rap song that expressesthe order of Presidential succession

A grocey list for Taiga biomes

A mural that accurately expressesthe Cchecks and balanceOnatur e of our Federal
governmentOghree branches judicial, legslative,and exeautive

A sculpture or mobilethat teachesobservers about latitude and longitude

A pop-up book on liquid and dry measures

A soap opera about valenceamong chemical elements

A OVNanted: Dead or AliveOposter about prepositions (CHe was last seen in the
OverHillOnDale Sdoon, at thetable,in the dark , under close scruti ny of other
scalawagsEOQ)

K K K K K K K

KK K K

Imaginethe great review of infor mation if students were asked to summari ze by
doing the following:



¥ Blend thetwo concepts into one unifying idea
¥ Compose a ballad about the cautious Massasoit tri be coming to dinner with
Governor Bradford and hiscolony in 1621.
¥ Interpret the Internet for Amazonian inhabitants that have never lived with
electricity, let alone a computer.
¥ Arguefor and against Demaocracy as a hedthy way to build a country BProvide at
least two arguments for each position.
Classify the Greekgods and goddessesaccar ding to three different criteri a.
Predict the limiting factors for this habitat twenty-five years from now.
Retell a fairytale of your choosing with one of the following concepts asits cerntral
theme:
a. Making hedthy decisions
b. Teamwork
c. Take positiverisks
d. QfyouOenot a part of the solution, youOe a part of the problem.O
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Word Splash

I dentify content you want studentsto know, and make a list of key vocabulary and
concepts associated with the content. The terms can be new words or commonly known
wor ds, but they must be purposeful for the dayOsesson.

" SplashOthese words across a sheet of paper by wri ting them at cockeyed anglesall
over the sheet. You might want to provide the wordsin littl e envelopesat every desk cluster
or table group BthatOdine, too.

Now ask studentsto help you put them in logical order. Wild connedionsareoften
made, epecially sinceitOsnew materi al and students have no frame of reference. Once
groupsfinish, ask them to share their thinking. Note the vari ed and occasionally
entertaining interpretations. Then ask students to zero in on what it is they®e going to
study and what they will be looking for asthey read or learn. Thengetto it.

Pass out the content reading material, conduct your lesson, do your demonstration,
watch thevideo, and whatever else you were going to do to teach the material. Once done,
ask students to go back to the wor ds splashed on their papers or desks. Working asa group,
ask them to placethe wordsin alogical order that createsa summary of the material they
just learned. They must be accurate and complete. Each group will mix and match terms,
physically moving them around the page or desktop. They will discuss what belongs with
what and what should be moved to the next sentence.

Once they have the words arra nged, ask them to fill in around the terms with
phrasesand transitions that create full sentencesand finally a well-constru cted paragraph
or two summary . Before asking groups to share their paragraphs, ask student groupsto
revisit thelesson or reading. Ask them to make sure their summary incor poratesall that
they leaned, and that it isaccurate and clear.

After theyOe done, ask each group to sharetheir renderi ng of the infor mation for
classcritique. While one group presents, the other groups evaluate the accuracy,
completenes, and clarity of the presenting groupOsummary. f you havefive groupsin
your room, the whole class will listen to five different summaries critiquing them all. By
the time youOe done, students know the infor mation very well. Ask the class to vote on the
bed summary of the batch and have that one photocopied for the whole class, if possible.

Take the time to debri ef with students. Ask them if their initial understanding was
carrect. If not, what changed for them? If it was correct, what background did they have



prior to thelesson that enabled them to make those succesful connections among the
wor ds?

Debate

Ask your students to prepare and condud a debate on atopic you are studying. Divide
them into four opposng teams, two teams pe debae. Two teams of students each take
a podtion regarding a question or a statement: affirmative or negative. Each team
spendstime gathering data and research to support their postion and to counter
argumentsfrom their opponents. Remind studentsthat it isnot a war of opinions,
everything must be backed by data, research, and logic.

Suggested Sequencefor Middleand High Schod Classes:
[Thisisa suggestion. Changethe sequence and timing to suit your needs.]

1. Statement of the General Debate Topic and Why it@ Important D1 min.



Affirmative Postion Opening Remarks B3 min.
Negative Postion Opening Remarks B3 min.
Affirmative Postion Arguments 5 min.

Negative Postion Arguments B5 min.

o o w N

Caucus b Students on both teams consider their arguments and rebuttalsin
light of what hasbeen presented. 3 min.

7. Affirmative Rebuttal and Questioning of the Negative@® Case B3 min.

8. Negative Rebuttal and Questioning of the Affirmative@ Case D3 min.

9. Closng Arguments Affirmative Postion B2 min.

10.Closng Arguments Negative Postion B2 min.

Steps 7 and 8 areinteractive. Both teamsare allowed to respond. Postionscan be
given my one person or several.

An alternative format allows each postion to make one major presentation of its
argumentsfor no more than 6 minutes, then the opposng side cross-examinesthe
arguments of the presenting team@ postion for three minutesimmediately
afterwards.

Journalistic vs Expodtory Writing

Ask students to write the joumdistic (narative) version of expostory text, or to
write both versionsof informationthey are studying. Examples:

Journalistic Style:

Orhe breathing of BenbowOwit is deafening, like up-close jet engines mixed with a cosmic
belch. Each new breath from the volcano heavesthe air so violently my ears pop in the
changing pressure b then the temperature momentarily soars. Somewhere not too far
below, red-hot, pumpkin size globs of ejected lava are flying through the air.O

-- National Geaographic, November 2000, p. 54

Encyclopedic Style:

OAvolcanoisavent in the Earth from which molten rock (magma) and gaserupt.
Themolten rock that eruptsfrom the volcano (lava) formsa hill or mountain
around thevent. Lavamay flowout as viscousliquid, or it may explode from the
vent assolid or liquid particlesEO  -- Global Encyclopedia, Vol. 19 T-U-V, p. 627



Synectics wasdesigned by William J. Gordon who definesit as OThejoining
togeher of different and appatently irrelevant elements,Oor put more smply,
(Making the familiar strangeO Using the basc sequence, students:

1. Learn atopic.

2. Describethetopic, focusing on descriptivewords and critical attributes.

3. Identify an unrelated category to compareto the descriptionsin #2. (OThink of a
sport that reminds you of these words. Explain why you chosethat sport.O)

4. Writeor expressthe analogy between thetwo: OThe endoarine system islike
playing zonesin basketball. Each playe or gland isresponsible for hisarea of
the game.O

Important: Studentsarevery creative. Just because we cannot see the analogies
right away doesn@ mean the students can@ either. They often see connections and
differenceswe do not see.

In 4-Square Synectics, the class brainstorms four objectsfrom a particular category
(examples: kitchen appliances, household items, the circus, forests, shopping malls).
Then, in small groups, students brainstorm what part of today®@learning is similar
in some way to the objectslisted. Finally, they create four analoges, onefor each
object, then share their analogies with the class.

Example: Howisthe human digestive system like each household item bdow? Sink,
old carpd, microwave, broom

Kitchen sink Old carpet

Microwave oven Broom

Example: How is the Pythagorean Theorem like each musical instrument below?

Piano Full drum set

Electric guitar trumpet




Creative Ideasfor Practicing and Using Vocabulary Terms

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.

Forms — Get blank copies of any form students will encounter in the real world of
adults and have them fill out the forms using the vocabulary terms. Examples: a will, a
checkbook, tax forms, employment applications, hotel registrations, loan applications,
wedding applications, car registrations, medical insurance forms, accident reports,
time sheets

Restaurant Menu -- Make it look real! Names of items include the vocabulary word,
descriptions of items convey the term’s meaning. Example: Antecedent Apple Pie — A
dessert so good, it’s best served before the meal.

Game Clues -- Choose familiar board games, car games, or t.v. game show formats.
Taboo cards — based on the popular game. Students write the word at the top of an
index card, then list the five terms most associated with the word. Students try to get
their teammates to say the word without using any of those terms.

Art collage with all the words in the list.

Shape Spellings -- Students write the words in such a manner as to convey the
meaning of the word. Examples: “Tall” written in tall, skinny letters, “Conflict” written
with each half of the word leaning toward each other or breaking apart, “Germination”
written with each letters sprouting from soil, “Fraction” written as Frac/tion.
Vocabulary Rummy -- Play it just like the card game, except the cards are the
vocabulary terms written on index cards. Make up combinations that groups of
students are striving for in each hand — Words that express all steps in Mitosis, nouns
and pronouns, words associated with a pentagonal prism (five, edges, faces, vertices),
words that describe the Industrial Revolution. When someone calls out “Vocabulary
Rummy,” he or she must defend his choices with his or her playing partners.

Wanted Dead or Alive Poster — all descriptions and images of the criminal or ruffian
include the proper uses of the words and reveal the words’ meanings.

Conversation — dialog between two famous people in which they both use the
vocabulary terms.

Rap or Folk Song.

Newspaper Article.

Rules to a new Board Game.

Dictionary for younger children - illustrated.

Movie Poster.

CD-Rom cover and insert.

Eulogy.

Bumper stickers — Different slogans that are similar to structures found on bumper
stickers. You can display these on a real car bumper in your room or in the school.
Make sure the meaning of the word comes out, or use them purely for spelling
practice. Example with the word, “environment”: “Clean up the environment — Our
surroundings are borrowed from our children!”

Letter of rebuttal.

A new cereal box for a new cereal.




SHOW, DONOTTELL

Your readerswart to be treaed with regect. They also wart to be drawn into your story. You
wan themto be acive reackrs, not passive. Letthem cometo their own conclusions. SHOW
your reacer whatOsappering, donOtell him or her. Do thiswith creaive and detailed
de<riptions.

Strateges
* Try anintereding verb (useyour list of movement wor ds!)
* Avoid clichZs
* Focuson what issmelled, tasted, felt, heard and seen
* Usethoughts in the characterOshead
* Look at it from an unusual point of view
* Compare it to something else
* Use dialog to reved emotions and actions

Here® anexample of adescription turnedinto something more interesing that SHOWS readers
whatit waslike insteadof simply telling them..

Charge, Orhe rainforeg was humidOto:

Moisture dri pped from thelarge banana leavesand fell upon the damp soil. Every few
minutes he had to peelhis shirt away from hisstomach. The swea on his facegathered in
great dropletsand rolled downward, following the curv e of his eyebrows cheekbones
Breathing was like sucking mud through a straw -- he hoped at least once he@ get a pocket
of clear, fresh air, but each inhale was the same -- wet and full of mildew. Hiking up the
steepinclinetoward the Mayan ruins tur ned hisleg musclesto well-boiled noodles He
stopped and unfolded the map for the seventh time and noted his fingers were wri nkl ed,
like they were after a long shower or swim.O

Directions: Write down ary three of the following decriptive phrases leavng ample space
betweenthem. Thenin eachspace,write descriptions (of threeor four sentenceg that SHOW the
reacer whatit waslike insteadof telling them, similar to the example above. Use the strateges
listedabove asmuch aspossible.

Deriptive Plrasesto Re-write:

A. It wasraining. J. It wasadiffi cult decision.
B. | wasafraid. K. The desert wasdry.

C. She wasexcited L. Theriverwasfull.

D. It wasaboring afternoon. M. The fog wasthick.

E. Thelight wasbright. N. The classroom wasbusy.

F. The carwasrealy old. O. The house needed anowner.
G. Thejewel waspretty. P. The mapwasarciert.

H. Theroom wasames. Q. The dog looked dargeraus.

I. Shewasagood problem solver.



Journey tothe Land of...
SHAPESCAPES!

What isa shapescape? It isa landscape of geometric solid figures made out of folded paper patterns.
They areplaced on a larger flat surfaceasbuildingsin afuturistic (or current time period) city or
colony. For instance, you could create a lunar base for the space shuttle, an under sea city, school, or
center for scientific study, or it could be a new town located somewhere near by or in a fantasy
country. Thepurposeisto useall the shapesin a 3-dimensional way and to be creative. Thedesign
of the city isup toyou.

What do you need to do? Look at the shapeslisted in our textbook. Consider how to make each
shape. Then, design your city on the paper, marking where each building will be placed and what
shapewill be used for each building.

Oncethisisdone, you need to draw the pattern for each shape on paper, cut-it out, fold it together,

and tapeor glueit closed. You may want to decorate your shapeswith windowsand door designs or
names of companies, etc., to makeit appear morelikea city. Once created, you can glue the shape

totheright spot on the paper. Also, consider what color you want your building or structureto be.

Usethat color of paper.

Finally, giveyour city a name.

What shapes will be expected to be on your shapescape? Usethe following:
(All shapes can be used morethan once!)

cube rectangular pyramid rectangular prism
triangular pyramid triangular prism cone

cylinder pentagonal pyramid pentagonal prism
sphere*

* Thisisadifficult shape to make out of paper. You may use another material if it will be easier for
you. Tinfoil? Clay?

Your shapes must have the correct number of faces, edges and vertices!

Useregular largesize construction paper or posterboard asyour base. MAKE IT FIRM! You may
decorate it with streetsor tramways if you wish. If you want to make some geometric vehicles you
may. Theseareideasto add to your fun, but they arenot required.

Language Arts Integration (Choose one):

Createa Tourist brochurefor your shapescape. Makeit similar to the oneswith three panels
describing points of interests, a brief history, hotels and restaurants available, pictures of the sites, a
small map, a city motto, and anything that makesit look like areal brochure.

Create a Constitution for your new colony.

Create two legendsor folktales about former residents of your colony.

Thiswill be an enjoyable activity if you let your imagination dream alittle. What would a base on

the moon, a city under water or your own fantasy city look like? Ask, if you need help!

DueDate:




From the Paragraph Name:
to the Web from which it wasborn... Date:

It'stimeto work backwards: Thefollowing paragraph was written from a web. Read the
paragraph and look for its structure. Then, draw and label the web from which it was
made.

Paragaph:

Skydiving isareally cool sport. There are mary different areas however, you have to know
about beforeyou try it. First, the cost isvery high. It might run you $200.00 for your first time.
Y ou have to pay for your ground training, your instructor, the gasfor the plane and rertal of the
equipmert itself. The equipmert includesyour chute, the flight suit, your spare chute, and the fee
for packing your chute. Secand, you needto pay attention to your ground training. It will save
your life. Most training sessions areeight hourslong. You learn to land under differert
conditions, and you learnhow to roll so that you don't smas your kneesor spine whenyou land.
Y ou also learnhow to control your paractute and mareuver into the wind so you don't crash.
How to hardle emergercieswhilein the air is also a part of your training. One emergercy is
whenyou have a"streamer,” in which your chute comes out but never inflateswith air. Another
oneiswhenthe parachute never opers. You canalso crash into another skydiver. Afterall the
training, however, you usually getto make your first jump the same day. Thefirst oneis
thrilling! You sit on the edge of the airplare's doorway 3,500 feetabove the ground. The air
rushesalong side of the metal skin of the plane. Whenyour jumpmader says, "Go," you leapinto
the wide emptiness and pray your paractute will open. Whenit does and you reaizeyou're safe,
somefimesyou begn to laugh becaise of sheerjoy. The farmer's fields below look like a
checkerboard and you're the King. Everything issilernt and you feel terrific. Finally, you land
(hopefully not on the back of cow) and go backto the airstrip, ready for anotherleap. Though it
isexpersive and requiresalot of training, the excitement of skydiving isworth it.

Your Web of the Paragraph: [Use the back or another sheet, if necessary.]



Deter mining Authenticity of 1
an Historical Fiction Novd
DFirst Experience

In a 300 to 500-wor d essay, deter mine the authenticity of an histori cal fiction book with
regard to one of the following ar eas:

A. Setting B. Character Actions/Conflicts C. Language

In doing your determination of autherticity in the category of your choice, idertify three
exampesfrom the book thatyou canfind evidence for being reaistic to the time period. For
instarce,if soldiersdescribe fighting in trenches find diary entriesof trench soldiersor experts
which prove thatthe real fighting in trencheswasjust as it wasde<cribedin the book. Show how
those decriptions compare to the novel that you®e trying to prove auhertic.

In the structure of your analysis, make anopening statemert about the bookOsautherticity
regardng the areayou chose (setting, character action, or language), then proceed with your
examydesard evidence. Finish with awell-craftedconclusion. Make this the beg writing
youOe ever done. Focus on:

Intelligent and clearorganization

Good word choices

Variedsertencestructures

No extraneaus thoughts

Enough material to support your points

Accur ate infor mation

Intelligent use of convertions (punctuation, transitions, grammar, spelling)
An effecive writerOsoice

KK K K KKK K

Y ou must include a bibliography of all sourcesyou use. Review the list of possible autherticity
sourceswe madein class. Just to clarify: The 300 to 500-word limit refersto your writing and
arnalysis, NOT the text samplesyou use.

Due Date:




Cradh Island Projection

Divide students up into groups of 4 to 6 members. Providethem with a large sheet
of white or manilla paper, and make sure they have plenty of pencils, markers,
and/or crayons.

Explain that ajet airliner hasjust crashed on adeserted isand. Thereareonly 20
survivors. Theidand isrobust with natural resources, but it istooremotefor any
communication with the civilized world. The survivorsareon their own, using only
the natural resour ces and what@ Ieft of the plane wreckage

Here@thetask: Thegroup istodrawwhat theisland will look like 100years after
the crash. Assuming novisitsfrom othersand the survivorsand their descendants
have been therewithout any other aid the entire time, what will the survivors have
created in theway of culture and civilization? Thereisno taking the easy way out
with this by simply claiming that they died or they found a vad treasure trove of
food and water in a cave

Other considerations: You can ask the student groupsto first describe the 20 people
and requirethat the civilization reflect those people and their strengthgattributes.
You can also requirethat some of the survivors be people from the period of history
you are studying. The subsequent culture/civilization must reflect the interests and
attributes of those famous people. For example, what would a civilization look like if
it washeavily influenced by Albert Einstein, Cleopatra, Ghandi, or Leonardo da
Vinci? In another twist, you can requirethat some of the survivorsare characters
from a novd you havebeen reading with the students. What role will they play and
what will their culture/civilization look like?

Practice Narrowing the Topic

Ask studentsto practice developing great focus or research questions from a given
general topic. Seethenext pagefor an example of this. What@written in the
caption cloud iswhat students are to bethinking. They don® record that however.
Once students havetheidea, give them six or seven general topicsfor which they
narrow the focusto a one or two-pagepaper. Suggested topicsinclude: the

univer se, sports, the oceans, music, school, themselves, our culture, movies, books,
the solar system, language



Narrowing the Topic

| The Civil War |

| nventions

Isthetopic too general for a one or two-page focus
paper? If so, choose one of the sub-topicsand break
it down further. 1fitOsarrow enough,
pose your quedion.

Vicksburg Gettysburqg Bull Run Antietam

Isthetopic too general for a one or two-page focus
paper? If so, choose one of the sub-topicsand break
it down further. 1fitOsarrow enough,
pose your quedion.

V &2

The Battl e of Getty sburg

People Statistics Str ategies | mportance

Research Question:

What was the GFishhookOstr ategy used
in the Battl e of Getty sourg?




Quickwrites

Some of the best Quickwrites are based on specific skillswithin alarger
topic: Great opening lines, a piece of evidence, or one claim in a thematic essay;
samples of well crafted and not-so-well-crafted hypothesesin the scientific method,;
patternsin verb conjugations, opportunitiesto state multiple rises-over-runsbefore
determining dope of aline; finding latitudes of multipleslocations around the Earth
before adding longitudes. Sure we can add flavor to some of these [OGve me a great
opening line to this thematic essay if Captain Jadk Sparrow (Johnny Deppin Disney®
Pirates of the Caribbean movie) were writing it.Q, but they alwayscome back to
meaty content and skills.

Remember tolook at Quickwriteideasin other subjects, too. Many of them
are adaptableto more than one subject. For example, we can writean odetothe
Euro, but we can also write an ode to graphing inequalities and to the almighty
verb.

Additional Quickwrites:

¥ |f someone wer e stuck finding the lowest common multiple between two
numbers, what two pieces of advice would you give him?

¥ Draw aquick mindmap or flow chart of the steps needed to reduce afraction
to lowest terms.

¥ ldentify two Stuationsin which it isbetter to turn fractionsinto decimals
before adding them.

¥ What@a quick way to tell whether or not 88,050 isdivisible by 6, and isit?

¥ Giveevidenceto support or refute OapitalistOas an appropriate description
of the main character.

¥ Createtwo great test questions on thistopic we could use for tomorrow®@
test.

¥ Categorizethe 26 elementsin three wayswith no one category consisting of
less than three elements.

¥ Rewritethese four measuresto expressa different dynamic.

¥ Explain to someone two grade levels below you why integers are also
rational.

¥ With apartner, identify three arguments against what | just taught you.

¥ Ask studentsto respond to concepts posed on newsprint podersaround the
room. They writetheir readionson the podersthemselves.

¥ Collect feedback from students about a recent test, unit, lesson, or
experience.

¥ Inthelull after atest, ask studentsto identify content/skills that weren® on
thetest, or ak studentsto come up with a great additional question for the
test and to call on someone to answer it.

¥ Ask studentsto come up with alternativetitlesto a book or event, or, OF
[insert areal person under study] wereto writea book, what would itstitle
be?



Ask studentswho they would cag in therole of in thisbook and
why?

Use a new term in two situations, one correct and one incorrect. Students
discern which iswhich.

Ask studentsto generate asmany words asthey can think of that mean the
oppodte of .

Give students an answer for which they haveto generate a dozen or more
sincere questions.

Ask them to rewrite one ver se of a popular song to express content being
studied.

Give studentsfive vocabulary terms but make sure one of them doesn@ fit
the category or theme of theterms, and ask studentsto identify which word
doesn® belong and a reason why it doesn® belong.

Ask studentsto identify one word that best describes something under study
and to defend that word asa goodword to describeit. Ask othersto argue
against theword asa goodword to describe thetopic.



P-M-|

Thisiswhereyou ak studentstorecord a statement for or against
something, then they must spend individual time listed all the postives, the minuses,
and thethingsthat are neither postive or interesting Bthey®e just interesting to
consider. Oncethey@edonethis, they share with a neighbor, then with the whole
class. For thefirst one, do something interesting, such as OAl vehicles on the whole
planet should be painted yellow,Oor OAI students should be paid $50per week to go
to school.O These are from Edward de Bono, who invented the approadch. Once
they donethiswith these other statements, ask studentsto analyze statements
involving whatever you®e studying in classthisweek. 1t@amazing how many
students changetheir opinions once they analyze the statementsin thismanner.

Edward de Bono@ P-M-1 Activity
Statement:

P M |

[Plusses] [Minuses] [Interesting]




Somebody-Wanted-But-So

Thisisshort, easy to use template for summarizing fiction (ther e® also one for non-
fiction below). Ask studentsto practicefillingin theblanksin thistemplateusing
short stories, cartoons, movies, and television shows, then to do whole books or
novds.

For Fiction:

Somebody (characters)...

wanted (plot-motivation)...,
but (conflict)...,

so (resolution)... .

For Non-Fiction:

Something (independent variable)...

happened (change in that independent
variable)...,

and (effect on the dependent variable)...,

then (conclusion)... .




Summary Pyramid:

Great prompts for each line: Synonym, analogy, question, three
attributes, alternative title, causes, effects, reasons, arguments,
ingredients, opinion, larger category, formula/sequence, insight, tools,
misinterpretation, sample, people, future of the topic



Becoming a Better Writer: Writing

Concisely

[Examplesand ideas come from William BrohaughOshook, Wri te Tight, publishedin 1993 by
WriterODiged Books, Cincinnati, Ohio.]

Avoid Redundant Phrasesand Repeding Yourself (# ): [P. 185-188]

More additions, absolutely certain/essential/necesary, added bonus, add up, advance
forward, all done, alternative choice, a.m. in the morning, and also, annual birth day, baby
puppy/kitten, blended together, bri ef moment, but however, close down, combined together,
continue on, deliberatelie,empty space, end result, exact match, extra bonus, fall down,
fatal suicide, first discovered, foot pedd, forecast the future, foreign imports, free gift,
generd public, interpret to mean, large-sized, later on, major breakthrough, map out,
may/might possibly, mental telepahy, natural instinct, necesary requirement, never
befor e, new begnning, new recad, old antique, orbi ting satellite, pair of twins, past
achievement/experience/perfor mance, physically located, plan ahead, p.m. in the evening,
possible candidate, preliminary draft, proceed ahead, raise up, refer back, repeat over, rise
up, same identical, separate individual, stack together, stand up, switch over, tiny parti cle,
true facts, unexpected surpri se, violent explosion, visible to the eye, weaher conditions,
whileat the same time, wink an eye, x-ray photograph, young child/puppy/kitten

Loose, Wordy Writing Concise Wri ting [Preferr ed]
A small number of pegle Thr eepeople

Appear on the scene Arrived

In back of Behind

Backwards, forwards Backward, forward

There isaplan on thetable. A planison thetable.

| Omamazed by the fact that you took thelast | |Omamazed that you took thelast cookie.
cookie.

For this exam, you needto use a pencil. For this exam, you need a pencil.

1955 A.D. 1955

It was doubtful whether or not he would It was doubtful whether he would

parti cipate. parti cipate.

Avoid quotesunless you QreallyOneedthem. | Avoid quotesunless you really needthem.
In order to getthe job done, keep at it. To getthejob done, keepat it.

I left work at 5:30. Later, when | unlocked I left work at 5:30. When| unlocked the
the front door at homeE front door, E .

OrhanksOand Bobby was slamming the Orhanks.OBobby slammed the screen door

screen doors and pedaling off to thegrocery | and pedaled off to the grocery store.
store.

A new shopping center will be build this A shopping center will bebuilt this summer.
summer.

The book dewvotesan entire chapter toE The book dewotesa chapter toE

His whole speech bothered me. His speechbothered me.

John WilkesBooth was the person who shot | John WilkesBooth shot Abraham Lincaln.
Presdent Lincaln.




| The situation still remainsthe same. | The situation remainsthe same.

To Practice: Write ten sentencesthat ar e wor dy, then wri te their concise versions.
Alternative Summary For mats

Correspondence Museum Map and Tour Guides Oral Histories
Books Magaznes Radio Plays
Newspapers Scripts Historical Fiction

Commercials

Science Fiction

Picture Books

Mystery Stories

Journal/Diaries

Romances

Poery Autobiographies/Biographies Animal Stories
How-to Books Alphabet books Pop-up Books
Field Guides Mini-textbooks Friendly Letters
Bulletin Boards Choose-Your-Own Adventures Timelines
Murals Coloring Books Calendars
Annotated Catalogs Travd Brochures Manuals

Games Recipes Personal narratives
Folktales/legends/myths  Information Reports Persuadve essays
Book/Movie Critiques Wills Yellow pages
Weather forecads Wanted poders Vitagresumes
Satire/spoofs Speeches Songdraps

CD cove's Soap operas Slogars
Sermons Sequelgprequels Schedules

Lab instructions Protest letters Pod cards
Pamphlets Flipbooks Odes

Requiems Rebuttals Play programs
Travd pogers Movie poders Thank yous
Interviews Telegrams Sports accounts
Scary stories Quizzes/tests Rubrics

Surveys M onologues Jokedriddles
Menus Metaphors Job applications
Indexes Headlines Grocery lists
Graffiti Comic strips Congtitutions
Contracts Conver sations Spreadsheets
Definitions Epilogues Evaluations
Fortunes Comparisons Character sketches
Certificates Cereal boxes Captions
Bumper stickers Advice columns Epithets

Codes Informal/formal observation Musical score
Trueor False Book Cookbook Wedding vows

Almanac
Annotated Family Tree

I naugur ation speech



AnalyzeE
ExplainE
Decide betweenE
Why didE
CompareE
ContrastE
ldentifyE
ClassifyE
DefineE
RetellE
InterpretE
ExpandE
PredictE
ParaphraseE
ShowE
Simplify E
InferE
FormulateE
SupposeE
InventE
DeviseE
CombineE
RecommendE
JustifyE
ChooseE
CreateE

Samples:

¥
¥

Action Words to Jump-Start Great Writings

SummarizeE
ConstructE
Argue againstE
Argue forE
ExamineE
ModifyE
PlanE
CritiqueE
EvaluateE
OrganizeE
InterviewE
Find support forE
DevelopE
CategorizeE
CriticizeE
DeduceE
OutlineE
BlendE
ReviseE
ImagineE
ComposeE
RankE
DefendE
DescribeE
AssessE
WriteE

Blend the two concepts into one unifying idea.
Compose a ballad about the cautious Massasoit tribe coming to
dinner with Governor Bradford and his colony in 1621.

¥ |Interpret the Internet for Amazonian inhabitants that have never

lived with electricity, let alone a computer.

¥ Argue for and against Democracy as a healthy way to build a
country B Provide at least two arguments for each position.
¥ Classify the Greek gods and goddesses according to three different

criteria.



¥ Predict the limiting factors for this habitat twenty-five years from
now.

¥ Retell a fairytale of your choosing with one of the following concepts
as its central theme: Making healthy decisions, Teamwork, Take
positive risks, If you®e not a part of the solution, you®e a part of the
problem.

More Motivating and Substantive Writing Ildeas

Rap Song

Ask students to write a rap song incor porating accurate content from the leson. The word
play and rhythm serve as mnemonicsfor retaining theinfor mation whenit is perfor med.
The most effective learning, however, occurs in the songO<reation. Students have to
manipulate the words into rhy mesand beats that are accurateto the topic and subject. As
they say the phrasesover and over, they memori zethe facts. In addition, when students can
follow a beat, they can remember long passagesthat would rival HomerOdliad. During
teds, they can recdl the words to the rap and the facts will pour forth. HereOsvhat one
student wrote about the alkali metalsin the Periodic Table of Elements:

“You know I don't lie, I said, al-ka-Ii.

You ask me why, here I say al-ka-li.

They 're metal with the mettle, they go into action,
they re soft and white with volatile reaction.

You know I don’t lie, I said, al-ka-Ii.

You ask me why, here I say al-ka-li.

Quick with temper, high velocity,

Watch the low melting and density.

They’re al-ka-li, they re al-ka-li.

Like Hansel and Gretal, it’s alkali metal,

Soft and white with a volatile reaction

Soft and white with a quick infraction

They’re Hansel and Gretal, alkali metal,

1,3,11,19, 37,55, 87

Numbers to alkali heaven

Their al-ka-li, they re al-ka-li

They ’re brothers and sisters, be careful you see’em:

There’s lithium, sodium, potassium, rubidium,

cesium and francium. Man, youve had enough of them.



Say, al-ka-li, give it a try,
Say al-al-ka-li, al-al-ka-li.”

Web site:

Ask students to desgn their own Internet site based on thetopic. Students must present all
infor mation accurately on the site, and they must make it interactive so visitors can learn as
well.

RAFT

R = Role, A = Audience,F = Form, T = Timeor Topic

Student to takeon arole, work for a specific audience, use a particular form to expressthe
content, and do it within atime reference, such aspre-Civil War, 2025, or ancient Greece. An
example assignment might be a candidate for the Green Party (role), trying to convince election
board members (audience) to let him bein a national debatewith Democratsand the Republicans.
The student writes a speech (form) to giveto the Board during the Presidential election in 2004
(time). Within thisassignment, students use arguments and information from this past election with
third party concerns, aswell astheir knowledge of the election and debate process. Another student
could be given a RAFT assignment in the same manner, but thistimethe student isa member of the
election board who hasjust listened to the first student® speech.

RAFT assignmentsarefairly easy to put together. Consider a variety of people associated
with the content (roles), a variety of people for whom or to whom the studentsareto communicatein
thoseroles (audience), multiple waysin which to communicate the content (form), and a variety of
settings (time). Onceyou havea list of each, mix and match, looking for combinationsthat suggest
interesting and substantive interactions. After awhile, of course, it@great to let students createtheir
own RAFT assignments based on the content. Here® an example RAFT list that took me about ten

minutesto generate. Theseideas are applicableto general subjects, not a specific subject:

Roles Audience Formats Time

scuba diver Coast Guard court testimony modern day
ballet dancer patrol board Advice column 2010

comic strip character PTA scale model 1950

Aborigine principal autobiography post-war Vietnam
coach parents bookmark pre-CivilWar
zoologist young adolescents constitution Potato famine
teacher nursing home CD cover 1969

mayor doctors Invitation 2200

archeologist zoo visitors Lyrics while swimming
dotcom CEO Thomas Edison Hieroglyphics while downsizing
soldier ancient Sumerians Field guide at graduation
disenfranchised citizen sharecroppers Jigsaw puzzle on afield trip
custodian manager of PizzaHut  Ship&log school board mtg.
NSYNC (boy band) museum cur ator M onument late at night



journalist radio listeners Deck of cards duringastorm

mother of sick child kindergarteners Newscast the Renaissance
judge shoppers Sculpture Industrial

Revolution
Math

Havestudents produce a lovestory between two geometric shapes, incorporating all
attributes of each. Students can also write about math discoveriesthat changed the
world. Let them draft a proposal to the city council for a bridgestructure and
explain why they believe it would bethe sturdiest and mog cog-efficient option.
How about a speech advocating the value of math in today@ sodety? Math isa
writing-friendly subject. Onceyou ge started, it easy to summarize creatively:

¥ A paragraph about what the world would be like without numbers

¥ A report onthe geometry of a baketball court

¥ A story about an underwater or lunar colony in which all architecture
reflectsthree-dimensional solids. Students can write building descriptions,
folktales, a constitution, and atravd brochure, all enphaszing math
conceptsin the colony. A sample set of directionsfor thisactivity isincluded
in the appendix.

¥ A summary of cash transacionsfor a business over ten yearsand advice for
the business owner based on the data.

¥ Directionsfor solving a problem

¥ A ODear AbbyOcolumn for math-phobic students

¥ An autobiography of aright angle

¥ Jump roperhymes

¥ A math dictionary

¥ A consumer letter of complaint

¥ A math autobiography (a student® experienceswith math over time)

¥ Make a schedule of

¥ Publish amath newspaper or magaane with the latest from the world of
math in your classroom. If you choos a newspaper, students can writefor
different sections, incorporating fadsinto each. Imaginethe sad letter to
advice columnist Jane Scalene, the play-by-play sports column about lagt
night@ slope and y-inter cept game B- wasthat rise-over-run alegal move?
Not to mention the front-pagestories about the possible corruption of
number theory by irrational numbers, or an editorial about the confusion
ove Celsusand Fahrenheit temperatures.

Art

¥ Writeautobiographiesto gowith portraits
¥ Sculpt with clay whileusing writing processterms



¥ Explain how thefeelingsevoked by a particular painting or photograph can
be created through the written word

¥ Answer the question: OF a picture could talk, what would it say?0

¥ Develop synthesiswritings OWhat does blue sound like?OODescribe red
through other senses and experiences not assodated with what we can see.O

¥ Explain what a particular piece of art tellsus about a particular time period

Science:

¥ Writethelifestory of a

¥ Makeup atonguetwister about

¥ Writetheinstructionsfor

¥ Writeaconsumer@guideto

¥ Writeamyth that revealsthe origin of

¥ Create a science calendar in which the picture for each month conveys

¥ Writeasciencefiction story that cleverly usesthe following information

¥ Examine a common science misconception, how it is per petuated, and what
can bedoneto correct it

¥ Explain why another student obtained certain lab results

¥ Createaboard gamefocusing on the badc steps of (insert science cycle or
principle)

¥ Research and writeareport about a scientific discovery that changed the
world

Sodal Studies

¥ A tall taleabout a current event

¥ A prediction about

¥ A conversation between two famous people, using vocabulary fromtheera

¥ A comparison of two different forms of gove nment

¥ A description of how a piece of literature changed an era

¥ An analysisof apolitical cartoon

¥ A biography of afamous person from history

¥ Notesfor adebate preparation

¥ A comic strip that retellsafamousincident

¥ A responseto the question, OF someone from the time period under review
wer e around today, what would he or she say about such modern world
issues asgun control, censorship, women@rights, public education, or global
warming?0

¥ A pledgeanthem/symbol/flag/constitution for a new country

¥ A movie poger with eye-catching graphics, titles, sound-bitereviewsfrom

movie critics, and alist of the cast and crew responsible for the film about
(fill in the appropriate vocabulary term, such asOdamoa acyO)



A Great Summarization Technique Doral or written: OGve me 12 questionsO

Ask studentsto give you twelve thoughtful questions to which the answer is
(concept or item from the lesson).

GreatAssignmentswvith BloomOJ axonomy
-- Wormeli, 2005

COMPREHENSION BThislevel asks students to demonstra te whether or not they
understand a topic.

Translate the passage from French to English.

WhatOghe diff erence betweenosmosis and diffusion?

Givea clear example of each system: socialism, communism, capitalism, tyranny,
democracy, republic.

Classify theitems accordi ng to their origin.

Explain how any whole number with an exponent of zero equals one.

Summari zethe contract.

Which part/ word doesnOffit?

Why did the material retard the flames?

Which comments support the PreddentOgosition?

KK K

KK K KKK

APPLI CATION BThislevel asks students to use their knowledge and skillsin a different
situation.

¥ Predict what would happen if we changed the temperatur ein the terrarium.

¥ Usetheformulasfor areato deter mine the surfa cearea of the object.

¥ Givenwhat welearned about the factory labor atrocitiesin the early 19000screate a
proposal for a new businesslaw in Chicago that protectsthe ri ghts of workers ages10 to
14.

¥ Explain how music changed the tone of the film.

¥ Offer resolutionsto the conflict.

ANALYSISDBIn thislevel, students break down topicsinto component pieces Students
analyzethose piecesand how they fit together to create the whole of something.

I dentify the mistake the student made as he solved the math problem.
What isthe function of the carb uretor?

In the news arti cle, which comment seems politically motivated?
Determine which vari ableswill impact the experimentOutcome.

How did the writer arri veat his conclusion?

Defend the character Oslecision to sell guitar.

Justify your answer.

WhatOghe relati onship between big business and politicsduri ng thistime?
WhatOghe logical fallacy in hisargument?

Rank thearguments in order of impact.

KK K KK K KKK K

SYNTHESIS BThislevel asks studentsto bring together seamingly contradictory aspeds or
topicsand form something new.
¥ Add Harry Potter to the conflict in the novel. How would it change?



¥ Writeasongthat teachesstudentsthe differencesbetween subjective and objective
personal pronouns.

¥ Crede and present atelevision commercial that convincesviewers of the value of good
personal hygiene using the persuasive techniqueswe discussed in class.

¥ Propose an alternative plan of action.

¥ Credae acartoon that depicts two choices

¥ Writea constitution for your new underwater city that refleds the politicsof ancient
Rome.

¥ Dedgn a better inventory system.

EVALUATION BThisisthe most complexlevel becauseit requiresstudents to use all the
other levelsin its execution in addition to their own opinion. Evaluation asks students to
judge the value of something given specific criteria.

Which persuasive essay is most convincing and why?

According to the standards set forth by the Tr eay, isthe country in compliance?
Explain.

Which inconsistenciesappea in their argument, and ar e theyimporta nt?

Judge the value of the characterOontr ibutions.

Which decision is more ethical?

Which algorithm is the most efficient and why?

Criticizethe performance.

K K

KK K K K

Frank WilliamsOs axonomy of Creative Thought

There are eight levels, the first four are cognitive and the last four are affective. All levels make great
stimuli for homework assignments. Here(@ an example from Imogene Forte and Sandra Schurr in their
book, Integrating Instruction in Science:

Fluency BThink of the characteristics that distinguish a living thing from nonliving thing. List as
many of these characteristicsas you can.

Flexibility BDevise a classification system for living things based on the fact that some of the
characteristics of living things show themselvesin different waysin different kinds of organisms.

Originality BWrite a description of life asif you had to explain lifeto a nonliving thing.

Elaboration BExplain how scientistsin the field of biology rely on methods and discoveries of
scientistsin other fieldsin order to do their work.

Risk Taking BTell how you feel about the possible benefits and the potential dangers of modern
advances in genetic engineering.

Complexity BDiscusstheissuesinvolved in thework of a scientist whose discoveries improve some
lives, but whose work also harms some living thingsthrough experiments on which the work is based.

Curiosity BPWhat questionswould you liketo ask a biologist in order to learn about a typical day in
thelife of a biologist?

I magination DWr ite a brief imaginative account of Marcello Malpighi@fir st view of the movement

of blood through capillaries with a microscope. - — -
(Integrating I nstruction in Science, p. 46)




Reading Autobiography

A Reading Autobiography is the story of how you came to be the reader you are today and what roles
reading and books play in your life. There@alot to say in a reading autobiography. Here are some ideas
to get you started, in no particular order:

Background questions:

¥ Whotaught you to read? Do you have any specific memories of these experiences?

¥ What books do you remember best from childhood through today? Any favorites? Why? Any
you didn@® like? Why?

What kinds of books do you liketo read now? Did you used to read other kinds of books?

Did (and does) anyoneread aloud to you? How did (or do) you likeit?

Did you ever read a series of books (Harry Potter, Har dy Boys, Babysitter @ Club, Goosebumps)
in which the same charactersre-appeared in subsequent novels? Any comment on series books?
Do other members of your family read for work or enjoyment?

Haveyou ever read a book recommended to you by an adult? What wasthe result?
Hasreading ever led to something else important in your life?

What authorsdo you like (from childhood through today)?

Do you havetimeto read for enjoyment? If so, when? If not, why not?

Predict: What kinds of bookswill you bereading in high school and as an adult?

K K K

KK K KKK

Thoughts on Reading questions:

What does reading enableyou to do?

Do you liketoread? Why or why not?

How do you find a good book ?

Why do you read?

Why do schoolsteach reading?

Do you read becauseyou haveto or because you want to?

What makes you moreinclined to read something instead of passing it by?
Do you struggle when you read?

KK KKK KKK

Answer all of the questions. You find that some of your responses are detailed enough to answer
mor ethan one question. That@fine. If youQ@e mentioned something once, you don® haveto
mention it again. Feel freeto add moreinformation if it seemsimportant.

Assignment: Writeyour reading autobiography based on your responsesto the questions above.
Organizeit in whatever structure createsa clear picture of your background, capabilities, and
preferencesas areader, but do not use question-answer style. Successful studentswill be thoughtful,
describe somereading experiencesin detail, offer opinions (back them up with examples), and they
will take care of mechanics such as proper spelling, punctuation, and grammar.

Due Date:




This activity can bedoneasit iswritten, or integrated with content, such when describing
aziggurt, apolitical system, atypeof cell, or amath formula:

Descriptions without Adjectives Activity

1)

2)

3)

4)

Brainstorm alist of intereding 10 interesting obj ects.

Choose one object and describeit without using adj ectives(words or phrasesthat
modify nounsor pronouns). Instead use feelings, uses experiences compari sons, and
anything you can think of to describethe object Theideaisto look at thingsfrom more
than the obvious angle.

Example for describing an ocean:

atOghe embodiment of antithess, capable of degroying and nurt uri ng, with more than
afew parts, but it can function asa whole. Wethink we know it by playing at the
beach, but wefind how littl e we know when we explore the bottom of an iceberg, or a
shipwreck entombedin its silt. Thereareanswersit hasstill to giveus. Storiesyetto be
told about its mystery. 1tOgpower and nutri ents give hope to humans.O

Once done, exchange de<criptions with a friend to make sure there are no adj ectivesin
your description, except for pronouns and arti clesthat ar e functioning as adjectives
For example,in the phrase, Ghe car 0GheGis an article modifying GearO (a noun) so
technically it isan adjective. DonOtworry about these, however. You can havethemin
your deriptions.

Turnit in to the black basket.



Learn MEMORIZATION TECHNIQUES!

¥ Writethelineson paper several times.

¥ Pradicereciting them whilelooking at your eyesin front of amirror.

¥ Pradicereciting them while standing in front of your family or
friends.

¥ Memorizethelines backwards

¥ Memorizein phrases, not individual words, aswell asOlridges.O

¥ At every waiting timein your life, practice your lines.

¥ Usedifferent voicesto recite thelines.

¥ Havesomeone call the cues for you.

¥ Repeat thelinesover and over by reading them first, then look away
from the pageand repeat them, then read them aloud agan.

¥ Use memory devices (mnemonics). Example: for the order of

oper ationsin math (parentheses, exponents, multiplication, division,
addition, subtraction) we use (Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally.O
Another example: Y ou can also use a familiar structurein your life.
| magine your self walking into your home.

¥ Havea crazy conversation with someone, in which each time one of
you speaks, you haveto use one of the words/concepts/lines you®e
trying to memorize.

¥ After memorizing for awhile, godo something else. Let sometime
pass. Then, recite your lines/concepts again.

¥ Make sureyour mind is awake:

¥ Get plenty of sleep for the two or three nights prior to the
performance or test

¥ Eat agoodbreakfag

¥ Hydrate

¥ Get fresh air/movement/exercise

¥ Read something interesting or intellectual, that you under stand.

¥ Listentoclassical music -- the rhythms, emotions, and mathematical

¥ patternsenable your brain to processinformation better. It really
works!

¥ Draw and color a picture of the concepts/lines.

¥ Usepropsif allowed.

¥ Practicereciting thelines or conceptsin the same place youdl be

asked toremember them. The familiarity will makeit easer to
recall thelines.
¥ Make an outline of the lines or concepts, and memorize just that.



While you@e gone ask your students to select and memorize an aready
published poem as well as oneof thar own creation. Then ask them to
practice performing thetwo poans with each other. Hereisasuggested
evaluaion sheet for your mini-festival of poetry Bprovideit or something
similar to it onthefirst day you announe theidea.

Poetry Festival Evaluation

[Circled items are areas for improvement.]

4.0

3.0

K

2.0

1.0

0.0

Excellent Audience Poise (confidence, eye contact, no distracting
movements)

Excellent Dramatic Interpretation (correct, expressive, vivid)

Very Smooth recitation (how well ‘knew the lines, didn’t stumble in
their delivery)

Good Audience Poise (confidence, eye contact, no distracting
movements)

Good Dramatic Interpretation (correct line interpretation)

Smooth recitation (Stumbled only once or twice in delivery of poem’s
lines)

Fair Audience Poise (some eye contact, only a few distracting
movements)

Fair Dramatic Interpretation (somewhat correct line interpretation)
Mostly Smooth Recitation (Stumbled a few times in delivery of
poem’s lines)

Poor Audience Poise (little eye contact or confidence, distracting
movements)

Poor Dramatic Interpretation (incorrect line interpretation and/or
monotone)

Rough Recitation (Stumbled many times in delivery of poem, left out
words)

Unscorable — did not present, presented something other than poetry



Welcometo Shakespeare's Globetheater of Adjectives! Prepareye, Prepareye! Sir [or Lady]
<Insert your name> approachesalong thetrail near thiscastle. Gather your adjectiveinsults and
propel them forward upon hisarrival! The following words all come from the writings of William
Shakespeare. Combine oneword from each of the columns below; add " Thou" to the beginning,
and thereis an insult fitted for hurling at your English teacher. Let yourself go; mix and match to
find that " perfect" barb from the Bard!

Column " A" Column " B" Column " C"
bawdy bunch-backed canker-blossom
brazen clay-brained clot pole
churlish dog-hearted crutch
distempered empty-hearted cut purse
fitful evil-eyed dogfish
gnarling eye-offending egg-shell
greasy fat-kidneyed gull-catcher
grizzled heavy-headed hempseed
haughty horn-mad hedge-pig
hideous ill-composed jack-a-nape
jaded ill-nurtured malignancy
knavish iron-witted malkin
lewd lean-witted malt-worm
peevish lily-livered manikin
pernicious mad-bread minimus
prating motley-minded miscreant
purpled muddy-mettled moldwarp
queasy onion-eyed nut-hook
rank pale-hearted pantaloon
reeky paper-faced rampallion
roynish pinch-spotted remnant
sottish raw-boned rudesby
saucy rug-headed ruffian
unmuzzled shag-eared scantling
vacant shrill-gorged scullion
waggish sour-faced snipe
wanton weak-hinged waterfly
yeasty white-livered whipster
younker

Are ya' lost? Heck no, we've got...

| MAP and GLOBE SKILLS! I



As a way to remember you learning, let’s design a country of your very own!
Yes that's right, you are the creator of a brand new country, complete with
geographic forms, a government, a history with heroes and legends, a
constitution, industries and points of interest.

Expectations/Objectives

A. You are to draw, color or somehow create an original country on a map that
includes these items as part of the map:

¥ alegend showing towns, airports, industries, rivers, railroads, etc.

¥ ascale showing how many miles and how many kilometers there are
per inch

¥ acompass rose

¥ agrid around the edges, using letters and numbers, and a separate
listing of the cities and points of interest and their reference code.
(Example: Hang-glider's Leap, G - 8) If you would like to set up a
latitude and longitude map instead of a grid, you may. Remember
to use the correct cardinal directions and degree values (Example:
Hang-glider's Leap 259N, 1150W)

¥ asmaller elevation map off to the side that shows the elevations of
your country in different colors. Make sure that if you have a
mountain of a certain height, you have matched your elevation color
key to the same height. Set-up the color key then draw a miniature
map of your country next to it with the colors in the appropriate
places.

¥ asmaller climate map off to the side that shows the climate of your
country in different colors. Make sure that if you have any kind of
geographic form that would affect the weather patterns(like tall
mountains, volcano, ocean, desert, etc.) you have the right climate for
that area. Again, set up the color key then draw a miniature map of
your country next to it with the colors in the appropriate places.

Finally on the map, your country should include one clearly labeled(on map
or separate listing) example of each of the following land forms: peninsula,
bay, fjord, island, plain, canyon, gulf, isthmus, plateau, cape, harbor, lake,
river, delta, inlet, mountain range, sea, strait, valley

You may make your country out of clay, paper mache, or salt and flour paste, or
you may draw and color it on large-size posterboard.

B. In addition to the physical formation of a new country, you need to consider
the history and culture of your country. In the presentation of your country,
have a written history of your country that includes the following parts:

¥ abrief explanation of how this country came to be(independence
won, legend, etc.)



¥ adescription of at leag 3 famous people of your country that somehow
contributed toitsgrowth or culturein someway, i.e. heroes, inventors,
leaders, etc.

¥ a Constitution of the country that includes 10 laws by which it lives
and governs current exports and imports

¥ adescription of the various types of peoples living in your country.

¥ An explanation of where you see your country in the year 2050. In
other words, what will the future bring for your country?

Garbaogy Archeology

[Students will need to bringin or find 10 items of tr ash for thisactivity DOnéhing that is
sticky or wet or likely to mildew, of course!]

1. Listthecontentsof your trash bag on a pieceof paper. Desribe each item clearly so
that your reader knows what the piecesare. You should have twelveitems de<cri bed.
Finally, briefly describethe trash bag itself.

2. Lay out theitemson your dex or table (or even the floor) and look for stories Some of
the piecesmight connectin someway. For instance,an old shoe splattered in yellow
paint laying next to an old soap wrapper might sugges someone who was painting his
house last Saturday, had an accident and spilled paint all over himself. He was such a
mess, he had to open a brand new bar of soap in order to wash thoroughly. It would be
great if there was also a gum wrapper in the pile Dhe could have been trying to find a



placeto put hisworn out, stale gum when he leaned over a bit too far and fell off the
ladder -- the bucket of paint following right behind him. Spend more than 10 minutes
just thinking about possible connections until almost every trash item has been
connectedin some way. Feel freeto write brainstor medideas down on the same piece of
paper asthelist of trash.

3. Next, using skillslearned in our lessons on G8how, donOfTell,Owrite a character
description of the person or family or group of fri endsin whose dwellingsthistrash was
excavated. YouQ@e pretending to be an archedogist or a detective try ing to piece
together a pictur e of this person, or persons. The only ideas about which you are
allowedto wri te are ideas that are generated by your trash items. YouQl betempted to
tur n thisinto a story, but avoid the temptation. Stick to the pure descri ption of one
person or agroup of peaple. YouOrery ing to make your character so vivid that your
reader would recognizethis person if he saw him on the str eet, or talkedto him on the
phone. If you need a story line,you have permission to describe the character and then
cleverly weavein a major conflict of the story, but no further.

4. Remember, be creaiveDdonOttell us about the way someaneis, SHOW us how heis
through the characterOsactions, wor ds, clothi ng, conversati ons, compari sons, tone and
other strategeslisted on the G8how, DonOfTellOsheet. DonOfforget those intereding
movement wor ds, both implied and real movement!

5. Finally, thisisalso an exerciseto develop your ability to syntheszeideas. This means
youOrebri nging together unrelated things, fi nding connections, then cr eating something
new from that association.

Now, sit badk, look over your trash bagitemsand begin creating the picturein your
mind of what this person wasdoing on the day thistrash wasplaced into the bag..

Due:

Special Assgnment:
Writea Letter to Yoursalf

In Juneof next year, you will receive aletter addressed in familiar handwriting Byour
own! It waswritten by youayear ago (rightnow). It will make predictionsaboutyour
future self andit will tell youwhoyouwere awhde year ago. In away, it@ abit of time
travel for yourself aswell as being an interesting record of growth. 1t@a great
expeience to write oneof these.

To dothis assignment that will not be completed for oneyear, write aletter to yourself
that indudes thefollowinginformation:

¥ Date
¥ Greetings



Predict the weather and what clothing youQll be weari ng when you read this letter
Predict one book youQl probably have read and what you thought of it
De<cribe a movie you saw during theyear.

Predict who won the presdential eledion.

Make a prediction for one discovery that will have beenmade duri ng theyear.
Name a school subject you enjoy and why.

With whom do you Chang outOat school ?

What specifi c advice do you give yourself for a successful 8" grade year?
What do you do after school on atypical day?

What do you consider to be a fun time with fri ends?

What do you have planned for the summer?

Li st 3 of your favorite sports teams and/or music gr oups/singers

Degri be what you like about yourself.

If you could change one thing about yourself, descri be what it would it be.
De<ribe an accaomplishment you are proud of thisyear.

Bri efly decri be your family.

Li st three things you wonder about.

In thelarger country or world, what issue(s) do you worry about?

I sthere anything else you want do add?

Farewell and Signature

KK K KK KK KK K KKK KKK KKK K

Don®forget to address the envd opegiven to youwith your home address. 1@l pay the
podageto ge it to you. GIVE THE LETTER AND ENVELOPE TO ME WITHOUT
SEALING THE LETTER INSIDE THE ENVEL OPE.

Have fun with this, butbe as sincere as possible in your statements. In the past, students
who have treated it serioudy have reaped the greatest rewards, while those whowere
silly felt foolish when they received ther letters. Choos the greater reward. Tha@it!
All letters are dueWednesday, June21,200Q

Create Your Own Wr itten Language

Directions: Design a new language. It has to be organized, logical and
creative. Have fun -- put a little of your own style into it. The following
aspects should be included in your written presentation:

A name for your language

A complete translated alphabet or symbols

Example words and phrases

K K K K

Demonstration of how you pluralize words



¥ Demonstration of how you show past, present, and future tense
¥ Demonstration of how you punctuate

¥ Completion of five illustrations of the five most important
contributions
made to civilization with a written description of each, written in
your new language, accompanied by an English translation. Explain why
you
chose the contribution as important.

¥ An attractive cover

Taboo

While you®e gone, ask studentsto design a deck of Taboo cards based on termsyou
supply. Here@how you might introduce the game before aking studentsto make
their own cards:

¥ Make upforty or more Taboocardsaboutaunit of study or severa units of study.
To make aTaboocard, turn an index card vertically and write a vocabulary word
at thetop. Place athick lineundeneath tha word. Intheremaining space unde
theline write four or five wordgconaepts your students would nomally assocate
with thevocabulary word. Place all the cardsin a stack face down.

¥ Call arepresentative up from each of two teams. Thetwo St a atablein thefront
of yourroom Set aclock for oneminute (two minutes, if necessary). Ask one
player flip over thefirst card and give cluesto her teammates. Her god isto g&t
them to say thevocabulary term at thetop of the card withoutusng any of the
related terms listed bdow thelineonthecard. Sheisnotallowed to use any



gestures, rhymes, soundeffects, or any portion of the vocabulary word or Taboo
wordsbdow. If an teammate says oneof these words however, the player can
usethetermin her clues.

¥ Theteam can call outtheanswer at any point. If theteam members guess
correctly, thar representative puts that card to oneside pulls up thenext ong and
starts giving clues. Theprocess continues untl timeis called.

¥ Theopposngteam has abuzzer (or squesky toy) which team members can use if
the person accidentally uses a Tabooword or any portion of theintended
vocabulary term in her clues. When tha happens thecard is given to the
opposng team@® card pile and a point is awarded to the opposng team (theone
with the buzzer). If aplayer can®communicate a term successfully, she can pass
onthecard, butapointis awarded to the other team for each card passed. Keep
playing until bath teams have had the same nunmber of oppotunities to give clues
ortimerunsout Throwin afew cardsrelating to studentsOinterests, just to add a
little more pizzazz.

Even if you haven®@gonethroughthis with students ahead of time, you can ask them to

make up the cardswhile you@e away. Youd have to supply ampleindex cards
however. 1@ suggest 10 for each student, if possible, thefirst timeyoudoit.

Cleavor Endeavor

Thisisagamein which students create clue cardsand then use them with each other to
move amarker aroundtheboad. While you@e away, they can make the clue cards, and
if they@re madethem ahead of time, they can play thegame. Here@ a card Bcan you
guess thetopic?

There@ no need to write subditute teacher plansor travel to a conference
One of the probable futures of teacher professiond development

Can bearchived

Interactive experience with anationd presenter who doesn®need to leave his
own home

Requires the use of a computer hooked to thelnternet

. A spider® home tossed like afisherman would do

PwnPE

o o

Answer: A OVebcastO

Y ou can make up ones for the subject you teach. 1t@ played like theboad game of the
same name. Players are given six clues, oneat atime andin any order that theclue-giver
wishesto give them. If aplayer guess correctly inthefirst clueor two, heearnsmore
points. Thetotal points earned is 7 - # of thecluegiven. Example: If a player guesses by



thesecondclue heearns7-2 or 5 paints. You can play by points or the player getsto
advance tha number of spaces on aboad you design.

The Dot Game

Thisisjug alot of funas you explore logic, and it® easy to learn. Draw aset of dots that
lookslike this (7 dots, 5 dots, 3 dots):

Takingturns playerscircle 1, 2, or 3dots horizontally only. Theplayer tha circlesthe
last dotloses.  Themore they play, the more students discover paternsthat lead to wins
They mud anticipate ther oppon@étsOmoves.

In the Manner of the Word (Adverb Game)

Onestudent leavestheroom Therest of theclass chooss an adverb secretly. Student
returns and asks classmates to perform certain tasks, Gn the manne of theword.O
Student triesto guesstheword. Example adverbs clumsily, angrily, nervously, sleepily,
romantically, happily, fast, intermittently, tenaciously

Line-up

¥ Groupsof studentslineup according to criteria. Each student holds an
index card identifying what he or sheisportraying.

¥ Studentsdiscuss everyone@ postion with one another -- posng questions,
disagreeing, and explaining rationales.



Students can line-up according to: chronology, sequencesin math problems,
components of an essay, equations, sentences, verb tense, scientific process/cycle,
patterns. alternating, category/example, increasng/decreasng degree, chromatic
scale, sequence of events, cause/effect, components of alarger topic, oppostes,
synonyms

Password

¥ Choo® aplayer fromeach of two teams. Ask these playersto turn around and
face thar respective teams while you write the Password on thefront chakboad.
Let theaudience see theword, then erase it.

¥ Choog aplayer to start and ask if hewantsto passor play. If hepasses, hewill
have the bendfit of two clues before guessing theword, if theother team doesn®
guesstheword in thefirst clue If hechoossto play, he can guesstheword in
thefirst clug earning a highe number of paints.

¥ Allow all seated team members to use ther notes/textbooksto look for oneword
clues. Theclues cannotbe propea nouns soundeffects, or gestures. Each player
takes turnscalling uponmembers of histeam as they offer oneword cluesto the
Password. If aplayer cannotguess theword after his team@® clue, then the other
team can offer another clueto ther own player Bbut the point total is now lower.

¥ Let whichever team misses theword earn five points by spdling theword
correctly.

[See next pagefor scoring sequence. Note tha after the 5™ word, theword is thrown out
and two new players and a new word are selected ]

Clues Number [Points Earned
14 clue 10 points
2ndclue 9 points

3rd clue 8 points

4th clue 7 points

5th clue 6 points

Academic Rummy




¥ ®layed jud like Rummy card games. Ingead of astraight such asthefour, five,
six, seven of spades, however, students get the components of a sequence or set
you®etaught Examples: stepsin phobsynthesis, process for dividing fractions
al the elements for a animal & habitat, four thingsthat led to the Civil War, four
equivaent fractions four verbsin the past perfect tense

¥ Studentswork off acentra pile, drawing cards discarding cards, jus asin they
would doin a Rummy or Gin Rummy game until they achieve a winning hand.

¥ Q@lternaive: Each handrequires a different configuration -- awinning hand
could be a set of three and arun of four, two sets of four, arunof six and a set of
three. Decidethe escalating configurationsbefore beginning the game.

¥ Whileyouraway, ask students to make up thar own decks of cardsin preparation

to play thegame, or if they already have decks of cards ask them to play the
game.

Frozen Tableau (Statues)

Studentswork in small groups and create a frozen tableau that uses every
groupmember @ body in the tableau to symbolically portray concepts given to them.
They design the tableau in hushed tones so no one can hear them, then the class
guesses what they are portraying. Thereisnothing so abstract that students can®
portray it likethis!

One of theseis Wrong

@an be used asjigsaw experience, getting-to-know-you game, or to summarize
information. In small groups, students share two accur ate statementsabout a topic
and oneinaccur ate statement. Therest of the group guesses which oneis

inaccur ate.

Cornell Note-taking Format

Teach studentsto use thisformat and give them practice using it while you®de away.

Reduce Record

[Summarize in short [Write your notes on thisside]
phrases or essential




guestions next to
each block of notes.]

Review -- Summarize (paragraph-style), list questions and your
responses to them. Reflect and comment on what you learned.



